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in Glenwood, Sevier 
County, which was built of stone from a nearby outcropping. 


DeAnn Jennings admires the old mill 
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Old mills are monuments to past ` 


By Bruce Jennings 
Deseret News correspondent 


MANTI — Unlike the mills of the 
gods, which according to fable con- 
tinue to grind slowly but “grind ex- 
ceedingly small,’ the grist mills 
which were once major institutions 
in a half-hundred Utah towns are 
largely gone. 


Some have been razed, some have 
been turned to other uses, a few re- 
main — their machinery long gone 
beside the streams which gave them 
power, picturesque reminders of an- 
other era. 


Glen Goodwin, who spent most of 
his lifetime teaching and coaching at 
Manti High School, likes to revisit 
the old mill on the Fremont River, 
the mill of his boyhood, midway be- 
tween Bicknell and Teasdale in 
Wayne County. 


The trip to the mill on the Fremont 
with a wagon load of grain from the 
family farm in Grover was a two-day 
expedition, Goodwin recalls. 


“As a boy,” he says, “I’d accompa- 
ny my dad on a trip to the hill. For 
me it was a holiday. We'd camp over- 
night beside the Fremont, close by 
the mill. 


“The mill was an exciting place. It 
was a kind of social center. The 
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The mill on the Fremont River, 
is a favorite spot for Utah 
artists arid photographers. 


farmers would gather there to talk 
about crops, the weather, politics, 
the tariff. 


“The néxt day, after loading the 
flour, the bran and shorts and the 
bags of breakfast cereal, we’d return 
home, 15 miles away. 


“The wheat would go to the mill in 
gunny sacks. It'd come out of the mill 
in whiti sacks with the mill’s brand 
name printed in red. 

“Mother made pillow cases, dish 
cloths and aprons out of the flour 
sacks. They were prized. Some wo- 


men even made dresses for their lit- 
tle girls out of them.” 


Those were the days before super- 
markets, tractors and electricity on 
the farm, Goodwin remembers. “We 
studied our school hooks by the light 
of kerosene lamps. People were 
much more self-sufficient. They had 
to be. You ate what you raised. 


“The mill,” he adds, “was a main 
institution, like the schoolhouse and 
the church. Life revolved around 
them.” 


The old wooden mill on the Fre- 
mont — just off the highway — its 
machinery removed years ago — still 
stands in its picturesque setting: tall 
poplars and the hill behind it, water 
in the foreground in summer and 
grazing horses. 


It’s a favorite subject, now, for art- 
ists and photographers. 

And Goodwin hopes it stays forev- 
er, preserved somehow, a monument 
to a way of life that is almost gone 
and values sometimes called old- 
fashioned. 


The old mill in Glenwood, Sevier 
County, built of stone from a nearby 
outcropping, has had a similar fate. 
Tke clanking of the machinery has 
ceased, the stream has been turned 
away. Its visitors are birds and squir- 
rels and an occasional homesick re- 


turnee anxious to see “what it was 
like when I was a kid.” $ 


Two old mills in the Sanpete V 
ley, while retaining their familiar ap- 
pearance, are being turned to other 
uses. Ephraim’s old mill on 
Street is now being transformed into 
a civic center that will serve igin 
purposes: historic preservation and 
economic development. 

Manti’s first grist mill, on the 
creek above town, was destroyed by 
fire and its miller and his assistant 
killed in an Indian raid. A stone 
marker stands near the scene, close 
by the stream. 


Manti’s second mill, powered by 
the stream, has had extensive re- 
modeling, although its huge stone 
walls and heavy wooden beams are 
still intact. But it’s also equipped 
with tall stairways, bathrooms and 
porches. The building is now home to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Mickelson and 
their nine children. And an architect 
has described it as “a pleasing mix of 
both the pioneer and the modern.” 


Manti’s third mill, still beside the 
stream, but in town now, has electric- 
ity for its energy source. Fifty years 
ago the mill produced a popular 
brand of flour for housewives who 
baked their own bread. Now it pro- 
cesses grain for lamb feeders anı 
turkey growers. : 
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